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W ith great sadness, we announce the passing of renowned Pipa Solo Artist Mr.

Liu Hecheng. Mr. Liu passed away in the hospital at 2:47 pm on Sunday,
March 16th, after a hard-fought battle with Interstitial Lung Disease. He was 64 years

old.

Born in 1961 in Beijing, China, Liu Hecheng was admitted to the primary school affiliated with
the Central Conservatory of Music in 1972. He was a rare student in the Pipa world who
completed the entire academic curriculum of the Central Conservatory of Music from primary

school to university. Liu Hecheng graduated in 1984 with a degree in Pipa Solo Performance. In
1984, based on his outstanding performance, he was hired by the Central National Orchestra as a

pipa player. Liu Hecheng's pipa won him the 1989 Shancheng Cup Excellence Award. He
performed in many renowned venues, from Carnegie Hall in the United States to the Golden Hall
in Austria. In 1989, Beijing Television produced a special program featuring him called "Liu

Hecheng's Pipa Performance". In 2003, he recorded and published his Pipa solo album, titled
"Ambush from All Sides".

Since immigrating to the United States, Liu Hecheng devoted his life to the inheritance and

development of traditional Chinese music, especially in the performance and teaching of pipa,
zhongruan, and liuqin. As an important member of the California Youth Chinese Orchestra,

Laney College’s Great Wall Youth Orchestra, he was an exceptional teacher and mentor and was
deeply respected and loved by students. Many of his students have achieved considerable success
under his careful teaching and have become new stars in the Chinese music world. His impact

continues to resonate in the lives of those he touched.

Outside of his life in music, Liu Hecheng enjoyed playing golf and fishing with his friends,

spending time with his grandchildren, and exploring culinary delights. Mr. Liu Hecheng is
survived by his two older sisters and their families in Beijing, his daughter, son-in-law, and his two
grandchildren.
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Mr. Liu’s memorial service will be held at 12:00pm noon on April 10, 2025, at:
SkyLawn Memorial Park

888 Lifemark Rd
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

We sincerely invite relatives, friends, students, colleagues, and all those who care about and love
Mr. Liu to come together to send him off and remember his kindness and style.

讣告

怀着无比沉痛的心情，我们悲痛地宣布，加州青年国乐团和长城国乐团琵琶老师、著名国乐艺术家刘和成先生
因病医治无效，于三月十六日星期天下午兩点四十七分不幸辞世，享年 64 岁。

刘和成1961年出生于中国北京，1972年考入中央音乐学院附小, 是他这一代琵琶界少有的从小学到大学完成中央
音乐学院全部学制的学生。刘和成于1984年毕业，获得琵琶独奏表演学位。1984年，他以出色的表现被聘为中
央民族乐团琵琶演奏员。刘和成的演奏为他赢得了1989年山城杯优秀演奏奖。他曾在美国卡内基音乐厅、奥地

利金色大厅等众多知名场所演出。1989年，北京电视台为他制作了专题节目《刘和成演奏的琵琶》。2003年，
他录制并出版了琵琶独奏专辑《十面埋伏》。

刘和成老师一生致力于中国传统音乐的传承与发展，尤其在琵琶，中阮，柳琴演奏与教学领域取得了卓越成

就。作为加州青年国乐团及Laney大学长城青年国乐团的重要成员，他不仅是琵琶演奏的艺术家，更是无数年
轻学子的良师益友。刘老师的琴声如流水般悠扬，饱含深情，他在音乐上的造诣和对传统文化的热爱，深深地

影响了身边的每一个人。

多年来，刘和成老师秉持着＂教书育人＂的信念，耐心教导每一位学生，不仅传授技艺，更引导他们理解和感
受中国传统音乐的灵魂。他的教学风格温和且严谨，深得学生们的敬仰和喜爱。许多学生在他的悉心教诲下，

取得了不小的成就，成为了国乐界的新星。刘老师的离世，令我们痛失一位杰出的导师、朋友和艺术家。

刘老师不仅仅是琵琶演奏的专家，更是一位优秀的文化传播者。他通过演奏、讲座和教学，向世界展示了中国

传统文化的博大精深。无论是国内还是海外的音乐节，他的每一次演出都深深打动着听众。

刘和成老师一生的艺术成就和无私奉献，将永载国乐历史，他的精神和音符将永远回响在我们的心中，成为我
们继续前行的力量源泉。
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刘老师的业余爱好包括与朋友打高尔夫球、钓鱼、陪伴外孙玩以及品尝美食。刘和成先生的遗属包括两个姐姐
和她们在北京的家人、女儿、女婿和两个外孙。

在此，我们向刘老师的家人致以最深切的慰问。我们深知，失去亲人之痛难以言表，但刘老师的遗德将永存，
我们将一如既往地铭记他为国乐事业做出的贡献。

追思会和告别仪式定于四月十日中午十二点在
SkyLawn Memorial Park 百龄园
888 Lifemark Rd

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

我们诚邀亲朋好友、学生、同事及所有关心和爱戴刘老师的人一同前来，送他最后一程，缅怀他的恩情与风

采。

愿刘老师在天堂安息，琵琶永奏，音符永远流淌在我们的记忆中。

加州青年国乐团 敬挽
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Memorial

Skylawn Memorial Park

888 LifeMark Road, Half Moon Bay CA 94019

Pacific Chapel

Burial Service

Skylawn Memorial Park

888 LifeMark Road, Half Moon Bay CA 94019

Skyview Magnolia
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Thursday, April 10, 2025

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM PT

Thursday, April 10, 2025

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM PT
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Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 12 at 9:44 AM

JH Jenny H lit a candle in honor of Hecheng.

刘老师对孩子们的爱是慈爱，是老师希望把自己所有的技艺倾囊相授给下一代的爱，那么
亲切那么自然。12年前的暑假我带当时只有7岁的大女儿参加了民乐团暑期兴趣班，尝试接
触中国民乐阮。那年只有女儿一个孩子报名学阮，每次上课是刘老师一对一的授课，享尽
了优待。虽然只有一个孩子，可是老师上课非常地认真，一点一点地教她，耐心纠正动
作。为了引起小孩子对阮的兴趣，刘老师在第一堂课上就对女儿说：“我借给你一个拨阮的小拨片，如果你这个
暑假好好学，我就把它送给你。”这句话在小孩子的心里种下了一颗激励的种子。经过暑期班的学习，孩子在汇
报表演中可以弹奏简单的曲子了。最后一堂课时刘老师真的实现承诺，把小拨片送给了孩子。虽然是个小小的
塑料拨片，可是确是老师对孩子最好的奖励。这件小事我记忆多年。非常感谢刘老师对孩子细微无致的温暖
爱。愿天堂没有病痛，刘老师平安永乐。

April 10 at 12:26 PM

EZ Evelyn Zhang shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

April 10 at 6:25 AM
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YL Yu Lu posted:

”大弦嘈嘈如急雨，小弦切切如私语。嘈嘈切切错杂弹，大珠小珠落玉盘。“我听到女儿在房间里练琴的声
音，不禁朗声读起白居易《琵琶行》里描绘琵琶美妙音色的著名诗句。她停下琴声，大声回应到”I don’t

understand what you are saying!”——她显然没有专心练琴。 女儿是从2013年秋季开学后开始跟随刘和成
老师学习琵琶演奏的。那时她七岁，上小学一年级。她和她的朋友Evelyn一起决定参入加州青年国乐团学习
琵琶。这一下就一直坚持到高中毕业，和刘老师共同度过了十一年，从《小猫钓鱼》学到《十面埋伏》。她
最喜欢的曲目还是那首如清泉淙淙，如絮语咛喃的《春雨》。自从加入乐团，除了每周周末的集体排练，刘
老师还会每周来家里上课。女儿之前学过将近两年的钢琴，由于换了老师，她开始对钢琴失去兴趣。我们和
加州青年国乐团在斯坦福大学的一次邂逅促成了她和国乐结缘。这么多年在刘老师的悉心教导下，她对琵琶
弹奏一直持之以恒，后来几乎成为一种习惯和定义她少年时代的标志之一。我不得不感叹一个“缘”字。 每次
刘老师来上课，都是风尘仆仆，见到他的学生总是笑逐言开。女儿慢慢跟刘老师熟络起来。每次下课时，她
都会在房间里大喊一声“class ended！”。这时我们就会倒一杯按时沏好的茶给刘老师奉上。刘老师大方的接
过茶杯，一边喝着茶，一遍用师长的语气提醒女儿坚持练琴并嘱咐要领。新冠疫情期间，私教课改到网上。
但这样的日程一直是女儿日常生活的一部分。乐团恢复集体排练后，我每周都能和刘老师在乐团会面。他依
旧和蔼可亲，见到他的学生时依旧笑逐言开。“Sarah性格好！看她从小长大，现在都成小贫丫头了！“女儿在
家话并不多，但我完全可以想象她和她的朋友和喜欢的老师会有很多话说。 大概2023年初，女儿的琵琶琴头
折断了。那是一张从琵琶表演艺术家曲文军老师处得到的琴。记得带回美国给刘老师看时，他大加赞赏，现
在听说琴头折断他痛惜万分。我开始四处寻找湾区可以修琴的地方，但几经辗转都不能找的能修复的人。期
间近一年的时间，女儿都在用刘老师借给她的一张琴练习和演奏。一天，刘老师提出，他可以试试修理。我
知道刘老师心灵手巧，之前曾看到他炫耀自制木工的照片。我们找的配件，把琴交给了刘老师。两周之后，
刘老师果然把琴修好了。琴头上的雕钮也从牡丹花换成了龙。女儿别提多高兴了！“I am glad my pipa is

upgraded from a flower to a dragon!” 去年女儿进入多伦多大学。她所在的Trinity College就在多大音乐学
院和多伦多皇家音乐学院( Royal Conservatory of Music)旁边。我问她：要不要带上你的琵琶？她说先不。
第一次寒假回家，她取出她的琵琶，又演奏起她最喜爱的《春雨》。我正在厨房煮饭，听到那熟悉琴声，如
泣如诉，我竟不禁泪下。晚饭时我对她说，我听到她的琴声哭了。她玩笑地说：”okay, I will never play

again.”我听了只是笑笑。我知道她不会停止的。这嘈嘈切切，珠落玉盘之声已经是她生命的一部分。将它带
入她的生命的人已离我们而去。然而，他又何曾真正离去呢？既然他已经将他的音乐带到这个国度和这里的
文化融合，把它融入新的一代的生命之中。Google Translation to English"The big strings are like heavy

rain, and the small strings are like whispers. The sound of the strings is mixed, and the big and small

pearls fall on the jade plate." I heard my daughter practicing the pipa in the room, and I couldn't help

but read aloud the famous poem in Bai Juyi's "Pipa Xing" that describes the beautiful sound of the

pipa. She stopped playing the pipa and responded loudly, "I don't understand what you are saying!" -

she was obviously not concentrating on practicing the piano. My daughter started learning pipa

performance with teacher Liu Hecheng after the fall semester of 2013. She was seven years old at

that time and in the first grade of elementary school. She and her friend Evelyn decided to join the

California Youth Chinese Symphony to learn pipa. This time she persisted until she graduated from

high school. She spent eleven years with teacher Liu, from "The Little Cat Fishing" to "Ten Sides of

Ambush". Her favorite piece is still the "Spring Rain" that is like the gurgling of a clear spring and the

whispering of whispers. Since joining the orchestra, in addition to the collective rehearsal every

weekend, teacher Liu also comes to home every week for lessons. My daughter had studied piano

for nearly two years before, but she began to lose interest in piano because she had to change

teachers. An encounter between us and the California Youth Chinese Symphony at Stanford

University led to her relationship with Chinese music. Under the careful teaching of Teacher Liu for
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YL so many years, she has been persistent in playing the pipa, which later became almost a habit and

one of the symbols that defined her youth. I have to sigh at the word fate.Every time Teacher Liu

came to class, he always smiled and talked when he saw his students. My daughter gradually

became familiar with Teacher Liu. Every time the class ended, she would shout "class ended!" in the

room. At this time, we would pour a cup of tea brewed on time and offer it to Teacher Liu. Teacher Liu

generously took the teacup, drank the tea, and reminded my daughter to practice and told her the

key points in the tone. During the COVID-19 pandemic, private lessons were changed to online. But

such a schedule has always been a part of my daughter's daily life. After the orchestra resumed

collective rehearsals, I was able to meet Teacher Liu in the orchestra every week. He is still amiable

and smiles when he sees his students. "Sarah has a good personality! She has grown up and has

become a talkative girl now!" My daughter doesn't talk much at home, but I can imagine that she has

a lot to say to her friends and favorite teachers.Around the beginning of 2023, the head of my

daughter's pipa broke. It was a pipa from the pipa performing artist Qu Wenjun. I remember when I

brought it back to the United States to show it to Teacher Liu, he praised it highly. Now he was very

sad to hear that the head of the pipa was broken. I started looking for places in the Bay Area where I

could repair the pipa, but after many twists and turns, I couldn't find anyone who could repair it.

During this period, for nearly a year, my daughter practiced and played on a pipa that Teacher Liu

lent her. One day, Teacher Liu suggested that he could try to repair it. I know that Teacher Liu is very

skillful and I have seen photos of him showing off his homemade woodworking before. We found the

parts and handed the pipa to Teacher Liu. Two weeks later, Teacher Liu really repaired the pipa. The

carved deco on the head of the pipa was also changed from a peony to a dragon. My daughter was

so happy! "I am glad my pipa is upgraded from a flower to a dragon!"Last year, my daughter entered

the University of Toronto. Her Trinity College is next to the University of Toronto Conservatory of

Music and the Royal Conservatory of Music. I asked her: Do you want to bring your pipa? She said

not yet. The first time she went home during the winter break, she took out her pipa and played her

favorite "Spring Rain" again. I was cooking in the kitchen, and I couldn't help crying when I heard the

familiar sound of the pipa. At dinner, I told her that I cried when I heard her pipa. She joked: "okay, I

will never play again." I just smiled when I heard it. I know she won't stop. This chirping sound of

pearls falling on a jade plate has become a part of her life. The person who brought it into her life has

left us. However, has he ever really left? Since he has brought his music to this country and

integrated it with the culture here, implanting it into the lives of a new generation.

March 26 at 2:45 PM
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JM

Vivian Wu April 9 at 6:29 PM

Teacher, how are you doing now? It still feels surreal that we’re writing this note to you. You

played such an important role in watching us grow up. It’s us—Jodie, Vivian, Vivian, Melanie,

and Winnie :) Thank you for sharing your love of music, specifically the pipa and xiaoruan with

us. You truly helped us maintain our friendship through the countless Saturdays we spent

learning new songs and practicing old ones (although most of the time, you let us tell jokes and

just have fun in our classroom). We enjoyed listening to your stories about your family and felt

your love for them, especially your excitement for your grandchildren. We were so lucky to have

been your student, and we’re even more grateful for the way we’ve kept in touch. Some of us

got to visit you just by the end of 2023 at Laney, and we’d share pictures together with you

every time we hang out throughout the years even after we all graduated from the orchestra

program. Thank you for guiding us with laughter, joy, appreciation, and fun! You made our time

at orchestra incredibly memorable, and you instilled core values we carry everyday. It’s going to

be hard not being able to send random selfies of us when we’re hanging out to your WeChat,

hearing about your latest golf adventures, and receiving texts with your rose emojis. We miss

you very much, and you will forever be our Teacher. 🌹❤️

Jodie, Vivian, Vivian, Winnie, Melanie sent a Days of Sunshine Bouquet to the Liu

family.

April 9 at 6:26 PM

EZ Evelyn Zhang sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Liu family.

April 9 at 2:10 PM

MZ Miaomiao Zhou shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

In loving memory of Liu LaoShi.

March 26 at 2:45 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:37 PM
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Miaomiao Zhou April 9 at 1:28 PM

Liu LaoShi will forever remain in our hearts - Avery Liao and Family

Anonymous sent an Ocean Breeze Spray to the Liu family.

April 9 at 1:16 PM

MZ

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:16 PM

LZ Lana Zhuang planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:08 PM

SF Sarah Lu-Liang And Family sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Liu family.

April 9 at 11:49 AM

SF Sarah Lu-Liang And Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 11:49 AM

WL With Loving Memories Of Liu Laoshi planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 9:48 AM
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WL With Loving Memories Of Liu Laoshi sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu

family.

April 9 at 9:48 AM

YM Ying Mei shared a video to the Tribute Wall album.

In loving memory of a great caring teacher. Forever in our hearts.

April 9 at 12:41 AM

TF Tiana & Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 12:33 AM

TF Tiana & Family sent a Magnificent Life Spray to the Liu family.

April 9 at 12:33 AM

YQ Yongli Q. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 8 at 8:53 PM

PF Purple Silk Music Education Foundation sent a Lily and Rose Tribute Spray to the

Liu family.

April 7 at 10:26 AM
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Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 6 at 11:04 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 6 at 3:13 PM

LC Lily Ciammaichella shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

We are grateful that he was able to share his love for music with them.

April 4 at 12:16 PM

BP Board & Staff Of Hip Wah Summer Program sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to

the Liu family.

April 1 at 1:26 PM

XC Xiaofeng Zhang Choi shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

March 30 at 9:47 PM

唐程 唐峰 程. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 30 at 9:14 PM
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李赵 李丽 赵. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 29 at 10:08 PM

VL

Vincent Li March 27 at 4:11 PM

I hope you will carry what he taught me through you. That will remain .

Vincent Li posted:

I wish I could say my uncle taught me how to fish. I wish his profound knowledge of Chinese

instruments carried on through me. I will remember the warmth he provided me, that’s who he was.

Even in the freezing cold, no tissues to blow my nose. He was there always with his warmth. I would

blow my nose in his palm. I remember thinking of the crabs scrambling to get out of the bucket. One

on top of another, each determined to be the one to make it out, each to be the one to fall as one

pushed the others pulled. I don’t know if the chickens we lost were worth the crabs in the bucket, it

wasn’t. But I know if he were one of those crabs he’d be the one that let you hold onto to try to reach

out, and make it out of the bucket even if be couldn’t. That’s who he was. And if he couldn’t at least

he’d tried and didn’t pull you back in the bucket. I’m sorry to say he didn’t make it out of the bucket,

none of us do. By the warmth and comfort he provided me, will remain.

March 27 at 4:10 PM

VL

VL Vincent Li shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

March 27 at 2:11 PM

VL Vincent Li posted:

Ambush from all sides

March 27 at 1:40 PM
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Anonymous planted a grove of 50 Memorial Trees in honor of Hecheng.

March 27 at 1:31 PM

ZR Zhang Rui planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 7:31 PM

ZR Zhang Rui sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu family.

March 26 at 7:31 PM

ZR Zhang Rui planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 7:15 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 4:34 PM

ZH Zhang planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 2:45 PM
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ZH Zhang sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu family.

March 26 at 2:45 PM
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EZ Evelyn Zhang shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 10 at 6:25 AM
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MZ Miaomiao Zhou shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. April 9 at 1:48 PM
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MZ
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YM Ying Mei shared a video to the Tribute Wall album. April 9 at 12:41 AM

SCAN TO WATCH
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Media Hecheng Liu
JUN  21, 1961 -  MAR  16, 2025

LC Lily Ciammaichella shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 4 at 12:16 PM
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Media Hecheng Liu
JUN  21, 1961 -  MAR  16, 2025

XC Xiaofeng Zhang Choi shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 30 at 9:47 PM
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Media Hecheng Liu
JUN  21, 1961 -  MAR  16, 2025

VL Vincent Li shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 27 at 2:11 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Hecheng by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


