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‘ N 7 ith great sadness, we announce the passing of renowned Pipa Solo Artist Mr.

Liu Hecheng. Mr. Liu passed away in the hospital at 2:47 pm on Sunday,
March 16th, after a hard-fought battle with Interstitial Lung Disease. He was 64 years
old.

Born in 1961 in Beijing, China, Liu Hecheng was admitted to the primary school affiliated with
the Central Conservatory of Music in 1972. He was a rare student in the Pipa world who
completed the entire academic curriculum of the Central Conservatory of Music from primary
school to university. Liu Hecheng graduated in 1984 with a degree in Pipa Solo Performance. In
1984, based on his outstanding performance, he was hired by the Central National Orchestra as a
pipa player. Liu Hecheng's pipa won him the 1989 Shancheng Cup Excellence Award. He
performed in many renowned venues, from Carnegie Hall in the United States to the Golden Hall
in Austria. In 1989, Beijing Television produced a special program featuring him called "Liu
Hecheng's Pipa Performance”. In 2003, he recorded and published his Pipa solo album, titled
"Ambush from All Sides".

Since immigrating to the United States, Liu Hecheng devoted his life to the inheritance and
development of traditional Chinese music, especially in the performance and teaching of pipa,
zhongruan, and liugin. As an important member of the California Youth Chinese Orchestra,
Laney College’s Great Wall Youth Orchestra, he was an exceptional teacher and mentor and was
deeply respected and loved by students. Many of his students have achieved considerable success
under his careful teaching and have become new stars in the Chinese music world. His impact
continues to resonate in the lives of those he touched.

Outside of his life in music, Liu Hecheng enjoyed playing golf and fishing with his friends,
spending time with his grandchildren, and exploring culinary delights. Mr. Liu Hecheng is
survived by his two older sisters and their families in Beijing, his daughter, son-in-law, and his two
grandchildren.
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Mr. Liu’s memorial service will be held at 12:00pm noon on April 10, 2025, at:
SkyLawn Memorial Park

888 Lifemark Rd

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019

We sincerely invite relatives, friends, students, colleagues, and all those who care about and love
Mr. Liu to come together to send him off and remember his kindness and style.
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Events

Memorial

=] Thursday, April 10, 2025
(O 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM PT

(© skylawn Memorial Park
888 LifeMark Road, Half Moon Bay CA 94019

@ Pacific Chapel

Burial Service

ﬁ Thursday, April 10, 2025
(® 2:00PM - 3:00 PM PT

(© Sskylawn Memorial Park
888 LifeMark Road, Half Moon Bay CA 94019

@ Skyview Magnolia
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.4989281,-122.3687334
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.4989281,-122.3687334
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6\? Tribute Wall HechenglLiu

S
©

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 12 at 9:44 AM

Jenny H lit a candle in honor of Hecheng.

XIEIRAHINZERERE, RENFLICACHEINSMERRET—RIE, B4 _
FUBBABEA. 12FNBERHINRE7FZIARL)LSINT RRASEGENE, =t ‘h: =3
frhERSAN. BEFEREL— M EHFREFER, X ORENEBT—X—RIRR, =R

. AT SINEFIFATE, XIZBIDES—EREHXNLILR: "HELER—MEAIMER, RERXA
ERFEE, BRBEESR. "XOEENaFROEMR T T AR . SISHNES, ZrEl
RFRETILGREERNMT T, RE—EREXZMENSSIEAE, BMERESTERF. BRARMIVIMNG
BRRR, ATRBEZIMNERFRIFAORE. XMNEHICIZESE. IFERENIZIM B F AR ERE
. BRERGRRE, XEhFRXER.

April 10 at 12:26 PM

Evelyn Zhang shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

April 10 at 6:25 AM
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Yu Lu posted:

"RKEREREMSR, ANZUIIANFAIE. FEMETITEREE, ABRINREER., "RnEL) LSRR 4EMIE
B, TREPFTSEORES (BE7) BMaEERYaanNEaiFa. wiETERs, AABRENE]" don't
understand what you are saying!"—ttZAKBE0EHE. TLEMN2013FKEHZEFIRIRMEXIFIRK
ThEIEEEEN. Pty LINF—FR, WiNAAREvelyn—RRESNINNEFEREAFS
BB, X—TH—ERFEES R, FIXZMERES T +—F, M (IVENE) F3) (HEBA) . it
EENNHBEREENER mr, WREITHN (FR) . BMINERE, BRTESERARNEEREE, XU
EIME=BRRRE LR, WILZRIFTBERFENE, HFETEID, WFEXRESEEXE, FHA1F0
INBFEREAEEMEEAZAI—RBERN Tt ERES. XASFEXNZIMHBOHRET, WIEE
BE—ERFZIE, ERVFRA—FIMRFE D FHRIITEZ — BRAERRN—ME"F, 8K
XZlmsk LR, EEXL(MS, NEMNFERERESH. W LBBRXEITREER, SX TR, it
HEREEARE—FE "class ended! ", XETFAIASE—TNRETHIFRIREXIZITE L. XIZBITATIAME
WHEM, —ORELR, —ERIMKIIESREY L REGEHBENEN., HoRiBHE, FABRSEIN L,
BEXHFNEE-—ERAEEEN Y. RARESAASGE, REEHEIXZIERESHE, ik
|[BFEEIEE, NEMNFERMKIBSEESH. “SarahtEtgiF! BtbMIMEK, TIAEESHR/NR Y LT! "L
KEaHAZ, ERZELIBSMATEAIRRIIERINEIMSBREZIER, AH20235FY), ) LAEEEE:L
Y. BR—KNEERESARKMNEZIMMEEINE., CETREESLSXIZINER, fAMESE, N
AR E ST EE S . RFRIESHIEXTLUEERMT, B/LEREEITaERIRESIA. HA
ENE—EAIRTE, ) LEBBERXIZIMEEMN—KEAIMES., —XK, XIZBINRY, tarbifilEE. &
MEXIZBIMORFD, ZRSEIMMKEEHATARE, FIHKAEH, BEGETIZN. mEZE,
B IDRACEEF 7. ZL ERBHIE MR T, Z)LBRE S T! "l am glad my pipa is
upgraded from a flower to a dragon!” XL JLIHANZEEZKE, EAERTrinity CollegeffifEZ AERE
BriiZ (e 2Rk ERFFE( Royal Conservatory of Music)55i, Fiaith: EAER LIRRIEE? ihiRser.
FRERER, WEHPAESE, WESEMSEEEN (FW) . RIEARBRR, WEBRRRESS, W
AENE, REAZEET. MRIRESERISG, FHITRIMAIESRERT, fhinscithii: "okay, | will never play
again." T 7 REKK. HAMBEMASEIER, XEEY), IWEERZAFCLRMERN—D. BEF
NERIEGIIASBEAIME. A, MXAEEESER? BAMELE IS RERIXANEEMIXERN
MELS, IEERAFN—H4Ed 2. Google Translation to English"The big strings are like heavy
rain, and the small strings are like whispers. The sound of the strings is mixed, and the big and small
pearls fall on the jade plate." | heard my daughter practicing the pipa in the room, and | couldn't help
but read aloud the famous poem in Bai Juyi's "Pipa Xing" that describes the beautiful sound of the
pipa. She stopped playing the pipa and responded loudly, "I don't understand what you are saying!" -
she was obviously not concentrating on practicing the piano. My daughter started learning pipa
performance with teacher Liu Hecheng after the fall semester of 2013. She was seven years old at
that time and in the first grade of elementary school. She and her friend Evelyn decided to join the
California Youth Chinese Symphony to learn pipa. This time she persisted until she graduated from
high school. She spent eleven years with teacher Liu, from "The Little Cat Fishing" to "Ten Sides of
Ambush". Her favorite piece is still the "Spring Rain" that is like the gurgling of a clear spring and the
whispering of whispers. Since joining the orchestra, in addition to the collective rehearsal every
weekend, teacher Liu also comes to home every week for lessons. My daughter had studied piano
for nearly two years before, but she began to lose interest in piano because she had to change
teachers. An encounter between us and the California Youth Chinese Symphony at Stanford
University led to her relationship with Chinese music. Under the careful teaching of Teacher Liu for

PAGE 8 OF 24



Tribute Wall Hecheng Liu

JUN 21, 1961 - MAR 16, 2025

SO many years, she has been persistent in playing the pipa, which later became almost a habit and
one of the symbols that defined her youth. | have to sigh at the word fate.Every time Teacher Liu
came to class, he always smiled and talked when he saw his students. My daughter gradually
became familiar with Teacher Liu. Every time the class ended, she would shout "class ended!" in the
room. At this time, we would pour a cup of tea brewed on time and offer it to Teacher Liu. Teacher Liu
generously took the teacup, drank the tea, and reminded my daughter to practice and told her the
key points in the tone. During the COVID-19 pandemic, private lessons were changed to online. But
such a schedule has always been a part of my daughter's daily life. After the orchestra resumed
collective rehearsals, | was able to meet Teacher Liu in the orchestra every week. He is still amiable
and smiles when he sees his students. "Sarah has a good personality! She has grown up and has
become a talkative girl now!" My daughter doesn't talk much at home, but | can imagine that she has
a lot to say to her friends and favorite teachers.Around the beginning of 2023, the head of my
daughter's pipa broke. It was a pipa from the pipa performing artist Qu Wenjun. | remember when |
brought it back to the United States to show it to Teacher Liu, he praised it highly. Now he was very
sad to hear that the head of the pipa was broken. | started looking for places in the Bay Area where |
could repair the pipa, but after many twists and turns, | couldn't find anyone who could repair it.
During this period, for nearly a year, my daughter practiced and played on a pipa that Teacher Liu
lent her. One day, Teacher Liu suggested that he could try to repair it. | know that Teacher Liu is very
skillful and | have seen photos of him showing off his homemade woodworking before. We found the
parts and handed the pipa to Teacher Liu. Two weeks later, Teacher Liu really repaired the pipa. The
carved deco on the head of the pipa was also changed from a peony to a dragon. My daughter was
so happy! "l am glad my pipa is upgraded from a flower to a dragon!"Last year, my daughter entered
the University of Toronto. Her Trinity College is next to the University of Toronto Conservatory of
Music and the Royal Conservatory of Music. | asked her: Do you want to bring your pipa? She said
not yet. The first time she went home during the winter break, she took out her pipa and played her
favorite "Spring Rain" again. | was cooking in the kitchen, and | couldn't help crying when | heard the
familiar sound of the pipa. At dinner, | told her that | cried when | heard her pipa. She joked: "okay, |
will never play again." | just smiled when | heard it. | know she won't stop. This chirping sound of
pearls falling on a jade plate has become a part of her life. The person who brought it into her life has
left us. However, has he ever really left? Since he has brought his music to this country and
integrated it with the culture here, implanting it into the lives of a new generation.

March 26 at 2:45 PM
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Jodie,
family.

April 9 at 6:26 PM

&

Evelyn Zhang sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Liu family.

April 9 at 2:10 PM

Miaomiao Zhou shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

In loving memory of Liu LaoShi.

March 26 at 2:45 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:37 PM

Tribute Wall Hecheng Liu

JUN 21, 1961 - MAR 16, 2025

Vivian, Vivian, Winnie, Melanie sent a Days of Sunshine Bouquet to the Liu

Vivian Wu April 9 at 6:29 PM

Teacher, how are you doing now? It still feels surreal that we're writing this note to you. You
played such an important role in watching us grow up. It's us—Jodie, Vivian, Vivian, Melanie,
and Winnie :) Thank you for sharing your love of music, specifically the pipa and xiaoruan with
us. You truly helped us maintain our friendship through the countless Saturdays we spent
learning new songs and practicing old ones (although most of the time, you let us tell jokes and
just have fun in our classroom). We enjoyed listening to your stories about your family and felt
your love for them, especially your excitement for your grandchildren. We were so lucky to have
been your student, and we're even more grateful for the way we've kept in touch. Some of us
got to visit you just by the end of 2023 at Laney, and we'd share pictures together with you
every time we hang out throughout the years even after we all graduated from the orchestra
program. Thank you for guiding us with laughter, joy, appreciation, and fun! You made our time
at orchestra incredibly memorable, and you instilled core values we carry everyday. It's going to
be hard not being able to send random selfies of us when we're hanging out to your WeChat,
hearing about your latest golf adventures, and receiving texts with your rose emojis. We miss
you very much, and you will forever be our Teacher. § @
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Anonymous sent an Ocean Breeze Spray to the Liu family.

April 9 at 1:16 PM

@ Miaomiao Zhou April 9 at 1:28 PV
Liu LaoShi will forever remain in our hearts - Avery Liao and Family

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:16 PM

Lana Zhuang planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 1:08 PM

Sarah Lu-Liang And Family sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Liu family.

April 9 at 11:49 AM

Sarah Lu-Liang And Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 11:49 AM

With Loving Memories Of Liu Laoshi planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 9:48 AM
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With Loving Memories Of Liu Laoshi sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu
family.

April 9 at 9:48 AM

Ying Mei shared a video to the Tribute Wall album.

In loving memory of a great caring teacher. Forever in our hearts.

April 9 at 12:41 AM

Tiana & Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 9 at 12:33 AM

Tiana & Family sent a Magnificent Life Spray to the Liu family.

April 9 at12:33 AM

Yongli Q. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 8 at 8:53 PM

Purple Silk Music Education Foundation sent a Lily and Rose Tribute Spray to the
Liu family.

April 7 at 10:26 AM
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Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 6 at 11:04 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

April 6 at 3:13 PM

Lily Ciammaichella shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

We are grateful that he was able to share his love for music with them.

April 4 at 12:16 PM

Board & Staff Of Hip Wah Summer Program sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to
the Liu family.

April 1at 1:26 PM

Xiaofeng Zhang Choi shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

March 30 at 9:47 PM

FElZ 2. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 30 at 9:14 PM
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Z5pn #X. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 29 at 10:08 PM

Vincent Li posted:

| wish | could say my uncle taught me how to fish. | wish his profound knowledge of Chinese
instruments carried on through me. | will remember the warmth he provided me, that's who he was.
Even in the freezing cold, no tissues to blow my nose. He was there always with his warmth. | would
blow my nose in his palm. | remember thinking of the crabs scrambling to get out of the bucket. One
on top of another, each determined to be the one to make it out, each to be the one to fall as one
pushed the others pulled. | don't know if the chickens we lost were worth the crabs in the bucket, it
wasn't. But | know if he were one of those crabs he'd be the one that let you hold onto to try to reach
out, and make it out of the bucket even if be couldn't. That's who he was. And if he couldn't at least
he'd tried and didn't pull you back in the bucket. I'm sorry to say he didn't make it out of the bucket,
none of us do. By the warmth and comfort he provided me, will remain.

March 27 at 4:10 PM
@ Vincent Li March 27 at 4:11 PM
I hope you will carry what he taught me through you. That will remain .

Vincent Li shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

March 27 at 2:11 PM

Vincent Li posted:

Ambush from all sides

March 27 at 1:40 PM
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Tribute Wall

Anonymous planted a grove of 50 Memorial Trees in honor of Hecheng.

March 27 at 1:31 PM

Zhang Rui planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 7:31 PM

Zhang Rui sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu family.

March 26 at 7:31 PM

Zhang Rui planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 7:15 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 4:34 PM

Zhang planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Hecheng.

March 26 at 2:45 PM

Hecheng Liu

JUN 21, 1961 - MAR 16, 2025
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Zhang sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Liu family.

March 26 at 2:45 PM
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Evelyn Zhang shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 10 at 6:25 AM
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Miaomiao Zhou shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. April 9 at 1:48 PM
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Ying Mei shared a video to the Tribute Wall album. April 9 at 12:41 AM
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Lily Ciammaichella shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 4 at 12:16 PM
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Xiaofeng Zhang Choi shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 30 at 9:47 PM
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Vincent Li shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 27 at 2:11 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Hecheng by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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